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THE HORSE IN ANCIENT CHINA

No animal has shaped the history of China like the horse. First
domesticated around 6,000 years ago in the grasslands of central
Europe and Asia, it became a symbol of power, wealth and status for
the Chinese. Horses were so precious to the great rulers of ancient
China that they were buried with them for the afterlife.

The Qin kings grew in influence and wealth by breeding and training
horses for the rulers of the Western Zhou Dynasty around 1050 - 771
BC. Later, during the Warring States period, the power of each state was
determined by the number of horses and chariots that they possessed.

The Qin people were able to achieve military supremacy with
horse-drawn chariots and increasing numbers of cavalrymen and
mounted archers in battle.

In the Han Dynasty, Emperor Wudi imported superior breeds of horses
from the Ferghana valley, between Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan, along
the Silk Road in central Asia. They were used by his army to expel the
nomadic tribesmen who had been threatening the northern frontier for
centuries. These finer horses were much larger and swifter than those
previously used by the Chinese,
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THE BURIAL SITE OF THE FIRST EMPEROR

The building of Ying Zheng’s tomb commences in 246 BC soon after he The burial site is designed like a city for the afterlife, with the Emperor’s
becomes King of Qin at just 13 years of age. His burial site lies 35 mausoleum in the centre surrounded by palaces, living quarters, offices,
kilometres east of Xi‘an, the ancient capital of China in Shaanxi ritual buildings and stables, all enclosed within defensive walls with
province. It faces south with mountains behind and the Wei River to the watch towers and gates. At 56 square kilometres, it is the biggest known
front, and was already the burial site of the Qin kings. burial site on earth.

More than 700,000 men are gathered from all corners of the Empire to Following his death in 210 BC at the age of 49, the Emperor is buried in
work on the project. The scale of the tomb complex expands massively his mausoleum, a sacred pyramid of earth. By decree of his son, the
when Ying Zheng becomes First Emperor of China in 221 BC. The Emperor’s childless concubines are buried with him. Historical documents
construction lasts nearly 40 years and continues even after his death. record that“thousands of officials were killed and thousands of craftsmen

were buried alive...to keep the tomb a secret”.





















THE RISE OF THE
HAN DYNASTY

of

his som i challenged and China descendsinto four
years of civil war. People attempt to break free from
b e

begin to raise their own armies as a means of gaining
power. The uprising endsin 206 BC when LiuBang, a
rebel leader, defeats his rivals and becomes Han
Gaozu, the First Emperor of the Han Dynasty.

i capital at Chang'an be
the Qin capital Xianyang was burnt to the ground
during the civil war, both are near modern day Xi'an.
Fallowing the practice of the Qin Emperor he.
promote: erit

y
appoints his sons and relatives as state rulers.

TheHan Dynasty (206 BC—AD 220) is one of the
ige: iving Chi ies. Despite a coup
within the imperial family, itlasted more than 400
i o as Chi

age.It:

BC- AD9)and the Easterm Han Dynasty (AD 25 - 220).

Peace and prosperity during this era allows China to
expand its territories on a huge scale and establish
diplomacy, trade and cuftural exchange with foreign
lands through the foundation of the Silk Road. This is
also a time of significant advances in medicine,
science, technology, mathematics, astronomy and
literature. China soon becomes the most technically
advanced empire of its time and even rivals the
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LIFE IN THE HAN
DYNASTY
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LIFE IN THE
HAN DYNASTY

from the financial pressures inposed by the Qin
govermment. Confuxsanism becomes the
offical state are
required to undengo trming in Confucknism at
FistEmperorof Qin.

of ron tools,

Improved agriculteral techniques allow fammers to.
unsuitable.

‘The governenent also casries out major construction
repaiing

wa
ailtin towns apart focen deccrative thes and bricks.
The Han Enples conquars new termitories and within

Carries out thefiest censas in Chinese history and.
Empine ages than e Romas Empire.
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