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PRESS RELEASE
Liverpool’s finest on show at annual City Region Tourism Awards
The best and brightest of Liverpool’s tourism industry were once again celebrated at the annual City Region Tourism Awards held at St George’s Hall, last night. (Thurs)
The event rewarded Liverpool City Region’s increasingly vibrant tourism offer with categories for both organisations and individuals. In total, there were 19 awards up for grabs.
Hilary Oxlade was the stand-out winner on the night, scooping the award for Outstanding Contribution to Tourism. Hilary has operated as a tour guide in Liverpool for the past 35 years and is a specialist in a wide range of scouse subjects including The Beatles and Liverpool’s Cathedrals.  The coveted People’s Choice award was won by the Cavern Club. 
Guests were treated to a complimentary cocktail on arrival by the fast-growing independent business, Liverpool Gin, and a luxury three course meal courtesy of the Yacht Club. All-female group, Siren String Quartet, ended the night in style by performing a number of up tempo modern classics.
Speaking on the night, chair of Liverpool City Region Visitor Economy Board, Sara Wilde McKeown, said: “We have had an amazing response to this year’s awards with triple the number of entries compared to last year and a sold-out audience for tonight. These awards really underline the quality of our visitor economy businesses and the passion felt right across the region for our magnificent destination.

“The strong cache of award entries this year reflects the variety and vibrancy of the visitor economy, which continues to set the bar for economic growth, for innovation and for national accolades across the region.”

Sara added: “There remains significant opportunity to grow our visitor economy, to create even more valuable jobs and careers and to ensure that we have a sustainable future as a world class destination of choice for leisure and business travellers. 
“We want to see another 800,000 visitors per annum enjoy what you have to offer and we want to see another 23,000 people employed in the visitor economy in the next 10 years. That’s the scale of the opportunity from driving the city region further up the business and leisure visitor league table.” 
The event was hosted by comedian and actor Neil Fitzmaurice. This year’s headline sponsor was WebTicketManager.

Winners on the evening were:
OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER SERVICE – SPONSORED BY LIVERPOOL BID COMPANY 
Kasia Psiuk, Bistro Qui? – Winner
Alison Crawford, Berry and Rye – Highly Commended

TOURISM MARKETING CAMPAIGN OF THE YEAR – SPONSORED BY INFLUENTIAL 
Liverpool Biennial 
SERVICED APARTMENT OF THE YEAR – SPONSORED BY CLEANALL 
Staybridge Suites Liverpool
TOURISM EVENT OF THE YEAR – SPONSORED BY LIVERPOOL ONE 
Giant Spectacular – Winner 
Southport Air Show – Highly Commended
TOURISM EXPERIENCE OF THE YEAR – SPONSORED BY LIVERPOOL HOTELIERS ASSOCIATION 
Shiverpool 
BAR OF THE YEAR – SPONSORED BY MARKETING LIVERPOOL 
The Brink – Winner 
The Smugglers Cove – Highly Commended

TASTE LIVERPOOL – SPONSORED BY NATWEST 
Delifonseca Dockside & Fonseca’s
SMALL VISITOR ATTRACTION OF THE YEAR – SPONSORED BY WILD THANG 
Port Sunlight Museum – Winner 
Shore Cottage Studio – Highly Commended 
LARGE VISITOR ATTACTION OF THE YEAR – SPONSORED BY DAVY LIVER TAXIS 
Knowsley Safari 
EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS TOURISM – SPONSORED BY ACC LIVERPOOL 
The Foresight Centre, University of Liverpool 
GUEST ACCOMMODATION OF THE YEAR – SPONSORED BY TAMZYN ANGELA 
Mere Brook House 
TOURISM AMBASSADOR OF THE YEAR – SPONSORED BY WEBTICKETMANAGER
Kerrin MacPhie, ACC Liverpool 
PERFORMANCE VENUE OF THE YEAR – SPONSORED BY MSP
Liverpool Everyman and Playhouse – Winner 
Knowsley Leisure and Culture Park – Highly Commended

INDEPENDENT TOURISM BUSINESS OF THE YEAR – SPONSORED BY LIVERPOOL CITY REGION LOCAL ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIP 
Shiverpool 
BEST NEWCOMER TO THE VISITOR ECONOMY – SPONSORED BY EVENTFUL 
Seecret Tours – Winner 
Titanic Hotel Stanley Dock Liverpool – Highly Commended
TOURISM YOUNG PERSON OF THE YEAR – SPONSORED BY L20 HOTEL SCHOOL
Daniel Heffy, The Art School Restaurant 
PEOPLE’S CHOICE – SPONSORED BY LIVERPOOL CITY COUNCIL 
The Cavern Club 
HOTEL OF THE YEAR – SPONSORED BY LIVERPOOL JOHN LENNON AIRPORT
Hope Street Hotel 
OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO TOURISM
Hilary Oxlade

-ENDS-
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